THE CLIMAX
the term for which the Parliament is summoned—that is, if it
runs for its full term, or at an earlier dissolution if it does
not—there will tend to be an expression of popular resentment
against the regulations most recently imposed. It will be but
a slight movement one way or the other, the numbers of voters
permanently organized in the two camps being more or less
equal, but the margin of those who are ready to change will
determine the issue: so the politicians can separate into two
more or less equal bodies, each of which will alternately enjoy
the rewards of the game in money and notoriety.
The Numerical Advance. Meanwhile side by side with
the important international events, and the less important move-
ments in domestic politics, the whole country during these
twenty years was advancing in all material directions. From
less than 18 million souls in Great Britain at the fall of the
Irish Famine the country could count over 25 million at the
end of the twenty-two years. The railway mileage advanced
from an original 6000 to over 15,000; the movement of passen-
gers advanced from under So million to over 360 million.
Building on a larger and larger extent was continuous; more
than a million new houses were added, and the standard of
housing rose as well as the numbers. The millions assessed
for income-tax rose from somewhat over 270 to not far short
of 450, and, in spite of the rapid increase of population, the
assessment divided by the number of inhabitants rose in the
proportion of 10 to 14. The total trade, imports and exports
combined, rose in the proportion of 27 to 48; the seaborne
tonnage carried rose in the large vessels and the increasing use
of steam from 14 millions to over 40 millions. The cotton
industry dealt at the end of the period with more than double
the amount of material it had dealt with at the beginning; the
woollen textile industry increased in nearly the same proportion;
jute, a new experiment, leaped up in the ratio of 42 to over 300.
The textile industry as a whole grew from four to five times
faster than did even the rapidly increasing population. And
the list might be almost indefinitely extended in almost any
direction, to cover almost any category of material action; even
agriculture, which to-day we associate with a decline corre-
sponding to the advance of industrial capitalism, increased its
total production. The extension of the banking system, which
cannot be quoted as an example of increased wealth, but is a
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